
 

 
Before You Trust A Man Or His Message, . . . 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-12  

 



For YOU YOURSELVES KNOW, brothers,  that our coming to you was not in 

vain. 2 But though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated at 

Philippi, as YOU KNOW, we had boldness in our God to declare to you the 

gospel of God in the midst of much conflict. 3 For our appeal does not spring 

from error or impurity or any attempt to deceive, 4 but just as we have been 

approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please 

man, but to please God who tests our hearts. 5 For we never came with words 

of flattery,  as YOU KNOW, nor with a pretext for greed—God is witness. 6 Nor 

did we seek glory from people, whether from you or from others, though we 

could have made demands as apostles of Christ. 7 But we were gentle  among 

you, like a nursing mother taking care of her own children. 8 So, being 

affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the 

gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to 

us.9 For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, 

that we might not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the 

gospel of God. 10 You are witnesses, and God also, how holy and righteous 

and blameless was our conduct toward you believers. 11 For YOU KNOW 

how, like a father with his children, 12 we exhorted each one of you and 

encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who 

calls you into his own kingdom and glory. – 1 Thessalonians 2 



 

 

Before You Trust A Man Or His Message, 
 Study His Life 

 

58 Therefore, my beloved brothers,  

be steadfast, immovable,  

always abounding in the work of the Lord,  

knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in 

vain. 

 – 1 Corinthians 15 

 



5 But the Jews  were jealous, and taking some wicked men of the 

rabble, they formed a mob, set the city in an uproar, and attacked 

the house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the crowd. 

-- Acts 17 



17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal 

weight of glory beyond all comparison – 2 Corinthians 4 



2 But though we had already suffered and been shamefully 

treated at Philippi, as you know, we had boldness in our God to 

declare to you the gospel of God in the midst of much conflict. 
8 So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share 

with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, 

because you had become very dear to us.9 For you remember, 

brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we 

might not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you 

the gospel of God. -- 1 Thessalonians 2 



 

16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl 

who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by 

fortune-telling.17 She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men 

are servants  of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of 

salvation.” 18 And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having 

become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command 

you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that 

very hour.  
19 But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they 

seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the 

rulers. 20 And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said, 

“These men are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. 21 They advocate 

customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to accept or 

practice.”22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore 

the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods. 23 And 

when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into 

prison, ordering the jailer to keep them safely.24 Having received this 

order, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the 

stocks. -- Acts 16   



The Philippian Jailer Converted 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to 

God, and the prisoners were listening to them, 26 and suddenly there 

was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were 

shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's 

bonds were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke and saw that the prison 

doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, 

supposing that the prisoners had escaped.28 But Paul cried with a loud 

voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29 And the jailer  called 

for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul 

and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to 

be saved?”31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 

saved, you and your household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord 

to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And he took them the same 

hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at 

once, he and all his family. 34 Then he brought them up into his house 

and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire 

household that he had believed in God. -- Acts 16 



 

24 But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to 

myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I 

received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace 

of God. -- Acts 20 



13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? 

And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never 

heard?  And how are they to hear without someone 

preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 

As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach 

the good news!” -- Romans 10 



 5 For we never came with words of flattery,  as you know, nor with 

a pretext for greed—God is witness. 6 Nor did we seek glory from 

people, whether from you or from others, though we could have 

made demands as apostles of Christ. 7 But we were gentle  among 

you, like a nursing mother taking care of her own children. 8 So, 

being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with 

you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because 

you had become very dear to us.9 For you remember, 

brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we 

might not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you 

the gospel of God. --1 Thessalonians 2 



10 You are witnesses, and God also, how holy and righteous and 

blameless was our conduct toward you.  

11 For you know how, like a father with his children,  
12 we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you 

and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls 
you into his own kingdom and glory. – 1 Thessalonians 2 



   

14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under 

sin. 15 For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I 

want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I 

agree with the law, that it is good. 17 So now it is no longer I who do it, 

but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that nothing good dwells in 

me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not 

the ability to carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I 

do not want is what I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it 

is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at 

hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23 but I see in 

my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and 

making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my 

members. 24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this 

body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So 

then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I 

serve the law of sin. – Romans 7:14-25 



35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you 

have love for one another.” -- John 13 

 
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, 

let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. – 

Matthew 16 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rachel Scott 

August 5, 1981 to April 20, 1999 

 

Greater love has one than this, 

That someone lay down his life for his friend. 

 – John 15:13 
 



People ask why is it that they don’t believe in Jesus 

Christ?  

One LIE is all it takes to LOSE interest in you. 

Best things for you to do is always be upfront,  

be REAL  

and tell the TRUTH . . .  

ACTIONS speak louder than words.  



 

 

Why is it important for us to live a Christian’s life? 

When people see you, do they want to associate with you or 

not? 

What area in your life do you need to work on so that people 

can see God is alive in your life—work on one thing today? 
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WRITE IT DOWN 

AND  

START TODAY 


